CHAPTER V
DIVINE RIGHT DEFEATED
HOBBES' main task had been the demolition of
medievalism.    What  greater  contrast  could
there be than that between his unchallenged
Leviathan-Sovereign and the loose conglomeration of
borough, manor, guild, and Church which had consti-
tuted the pre-Tudor State ?   He had seen, and seen
rightly, that Natural Law, taken neat, is the spirit of
anarchy;   and, since he was of a most orderly dis-
position and lived in most troubled times, he had not
stopped to consider whether there was any philosophic
basis for anarchism.   So panic-stricken and so ferocious
in his panic had he become at the menace of lawlessness,
that he had worried the state of nature as a dog might
worry a rat.   And over its mangled body, without
pause or impediment,  he had plunged  straight  for
Absolutism.   It became then the business of the Parlia-
mentarians who strove with Charles I and, later on, of
the Whigs who strove with James II, to demonstrate
that such a pause was both possible and necessary.
It was the concern of the new Liberalism to rob Natural
Law of its dangers and Sovereignty of its excesses ;
nor was this a difficult task to achieve.   The current
political theory, when it was not being argued out by
text and counter-text, ran along the lines of contract;
and contract is, despite the savage use of it by Hobbes,
essentially a democratic idea.   It did not require any